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Background 
This document contains extracts from the HODs (HOD 49-2015), HELCOM meetings (HELCOM 37-2016), 
STATE&CONSERVATION 3-2015 and AGRI 3-2016. The document also contains selected topics from 
workshops and project meetings relevant for the Pressure group and not addressed in the outcomes of the 
other meetings:  

− 9th Meeting of the Sixth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation Project (PLC-6 9-2015) held in Helsinki, 
Finland, 27-28 October 2015; 

− 9th Workshop of the Project on Development of a HELCOM Pollution Load User System (PLUS 9-
2015), held in Helsinki, Finland, 29 October 2015; 

− HELCOM Workshop on the HOLAS II Pressure and Impact Index (HOLAS II Pressure Index WS 1-2015), 
held in Helsinki, Finland, 13 November 2015; 

− 4th Meeting of the Project for the development of the second holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea 
(HOLAS II 4-2015), held in Berlin, Germany, 24-25 November 2015; 

− First Workshop of the Project Operationalization of the nutrient reduction scheme follow-up system 
(MAI-CART OPER 1-2015) held in Stockholm, Sweden, 1 December 2015; 

− HELCOM TAPAS Workshop on the HOLAS II Pressure and Impact Index (HELCOM TAPAS Pressure 
Index WS 1-2016), held in Helsinki, Finland 28-29 January 2016; 

− 1st HELCOM BalticBOOST workshop on HOLAS II hazardous substance assessment (HELCOM 
BalticBOOST HZ WS 1-2016), held in Copenhagen, Denmark 2-4 February 2016; 

− 10th meeting of the Sixth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation (PLC-6 10-2016), held in Helsinki, 
Finland, 10-11 February 2016; 

The complete outcomes are available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal. 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note and make use of the presented information as appropriate. 
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Information on the outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings 
HODs, HELCOM and STATE&CONSERVATION Meetings 
 

STATE&CONSERVATION 3-2015 

Agenda Item 2MA Revision of HELCOM monitoring 

Update of HELCOM Monitoring Manual 

2MA.1 The Meeting took note of the reported information on monitoring of contaminants (document 
2MA-9), as presented by Ms. Ulla Li Zweifel, Professional Secretary.  

2MA.2 The Meeting agreed to update the maps displaying information on hazardous substances 
monitoring and to include information on species and matrix for sampling of hazardous substances in biota 
in the HELCOM Monitoring Manual. The Meeting agreed that the Contracting Parties will submit updates and 
missing national information on monitoring of contaminants according to the agreed template to the 
Secretariat (ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi) by 30 November 2015. 

2MA.4 The Meeting took note of the discrepancy between countries regarding the species and matrices 
sampled for hazardous substances in biota and the likely need to develop conversion factors for evaluations 
of core indicators. The Meeting further noted the discrepancy in reporting on monitoring of contaminants to 
the Monitoring Manual compared to data reported to the COMBINE database. The Meeting invited the 
Contracting Parties that have not or only partly reported monitoring of contaminants to COMBINE to clarify 
available national data for hazardous substances to HOLAS II 4-2015 taking place 24-25 November 2015 
(lena.avellan@helcom.fi).  

Review and update of HELCOM monitoring guidelines 

2MA.18 The Meeting welcomed the report from the BIAS project on standards for noise measurements 
in the Baltic Sea (document 2MA-4). The Meeting invited the BIAS project to present the report and a 
proposal for a monitoring programme for underwater noise in the Baltic Sea to State and Conservation 4-
2016.  

2MA.19 The Meeting noted the information that the HELCOM Expert Network on Underwater Noise 
will have an online meeting on the establishment of a joint regional registry of impulsive noise on Monday 
16 November 2015 at 10:00-13:00 (EET). 

2MA.20 The Meeting took note of the information from Germany on the revision of monitoring 
guidelines and comments to coreset indicator reports on hazardous substances (Presentation 1). The 
Meeting welcomed the confirmation by Germany to lead the revision of the HELCOM monitoring guidelines 
for hazardous substances. The Meeting proposed to forward the comments related to core indicators to the 
Lead/co-Lead countries for the development of these indicators and the expert network on hazardous 
substances, and comments to other components of the COMBINE Manual to the respective Lead country for 
the revision of monitoring guidelines. The Meeting welcomed the confirmation by Poland to co-lead the 
review of the monitoring guidelines for hazardous substances. 

Agenda Item 4MA Progress of relevant HELCOM projects and assessments 

Operationalization of HELCOM eutrophication assessments (EUTRO-OPER) 

4MA.1 The Meeting took note of the progress of the EUTRO-OPER project to be finalized by the end of 
the year 2015 (document 4MA-1, Presentation 3), as presented by Ms. Vivi Fleming-Lehtinen, Project 
Manager of EUTRO-OPER. The Meeting welcomed the work carried out by the Project and the Project 
Manager. 
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4MA.3 The Meeting discussed the visualization of indicator and eutrophication assessments and noted 
that the Project has developed the possibility to show distance to GES which is based on further dividing the 
results into five eutrophication levels, set at even intervals.  

4MA.4 The Meeting discussed the harmonization of coastal assessments under the Water Framework 
Directive and offshore assessments in HELCOM using the HEAT 3.0 tool. Based on a comparison of WFD 
assessments and the outcome of HEAT 3.0 assessments in coastal waters, the EUTRO-OPER project proposed 
that nationally agreed WFD indicators are used in coastal waters and HELCOM core indicators in offshore 
areas, in both cases with the application of the HEAT 3.0 tool. 

4MA.5 The Meeting noted that the Project will carry out a test assessment of eutrophication using the 
new data flow arrangements, based on data from the period 2007-2011 and that the Project is, furthermore, 
developing a ‘Eutrophication manual’ that is currently being commented on by EUTRO-OPER participants and 
that will be circulated to State and Conservation contacts who are invited to review the manual between 1-
11 December 2015.  

4MA.6 The Meeting took note that it will not be possible to finalize the four pre-core indicators 
developed in the Project within the timeframe of the EUTRO-OPER project. The Meeting further noted that 
the development of a Baltic-wide oxygen indicator was initiated under the Project but that it had not yet 
reached a state where it could be suggested as a pre-core indicator. 

Assessing the state of contaminants with pharmaceuticals 

4MA.7 The Meeting took note of the information on the joint EUSBSR PA Hazards/HELCOM assessment 
of pharmaceuticals in the Baltic Sea, as presented by the Secretariat, and noted that data has been received 
from Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Poland and Sweden. The Meeting noted that the report will be 
finalized by the end of November 2015 and agreed that it will be circulated among State and Conservation 
contacts for a commenting period of one month. 

4MA.8 The Meeting noted that PA Hazards in partnership with HELCOM will convene a stakeholder 
conference on pharmaceuticals in the marine environment on 15 December 2015 in Copenhagen and that 
the results of the assessment will be presented to the conference. 

The Meeting recalled that the development of an indicator on pharmaceuticals had been put on hold as its 
further development is awaiting the results of the mentioned report and agreed to discuss the continued 
HELCOM work on pharmaceuticals and how to include pharmaceuticals in the second holistic assessment at 
State and Conservation 4-2016. The Meeting noted the view by Finland that the results of the report should 
be used to revisit for which substances indicators should be developed. 

Joint Session (J) 

Agenda Item 2J Matters arising from other meetings of relevance for the Working Group 

2J.2 The Meeting noted the Terms of Reference for HELCOM Expert Network on Marine Litter, as 
presented by the Secretariat. The Meeting suggested to add to the ToR that also the State and Conservation 
Working Group will revisit the work of the Expert Network beyond 2018.  

Agenda Item 4J HELCOM indicators and assessments 

Continued development of HELCOM indicators 

4J.1 The Meeting supported the working arrangement for continued development of HELCOM 
indicators (document 4J-7, Presentation 4), as presented by the Secretariat. The Meeting noted that the 
further development of the HELCOM core indicators will be taken forward by a Lead/co-Lead country 
approach and under the review of relevant expert groups, projects and networks. The next step of the 
development work is to finalize indicators for use in the second holistic assessment (HOLAS II). It is anticipated 
that indicators to be included in HOLAS II need to be adopted by the HELCOM HOD meeting to be held in 
December 2016.  
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4J.2 The Meeting noted that the Secretariat will contact the Lead countries to discuss the remaining 
work needed to operationalize the respective indicators and inform the expert groups/projects/networks on 
their expected role to support the development of data arrangement and the update of indicators and 
assessments. 

4J.3 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Poland to take the lead for the indicators on metals, beach 
litter and cesium, and possibly also on the phytoplankton indicator on diatom/flagellates ratio and the 
indicator on continuous low frequency anthropogenic sound. 

4J.4 The Meeting discussed on how the overall development of the core indicators should be taken 
up and clarified that overarching issues could be addressed by the State and Conservation Group, HOLAS II 
core team, as well as through the arrangement of workshops, if needed. 

4J.5 The Meeting welcomed that Sweden can tentatively take the lead for the indicator TBT and 
imposex and noted that Sweden is not able to take the lead for Reproductive disorders: Malformed eelpout 
and amphipod embryos, but can co-lead the work. The Meeting further noted the view by Sweden that the 
marine mammal health indicators should be split to seals and harbor porpoise and that Sweden will present 
non-lethal methods for providing data for the marine mammal health indicators to SEAL 9-2015. The Meeting 
noted the view by Sweden on the need to advance the work on the harbour porpoise indicator. 

4J.6 The Meeting noted the information that the German study reservation on the indicators is still 
valid. However, regarding the indicator ‘Nutritional status of marine mammals’ and ‘Reproductive status of 
marine mammals’ Germany is willing to discuss the issue at the next meeting of HELCOM Seal EG (SEAL 9-
2015). 

4J.7 The Meeting agreed in principle on the draft Terms of Reference of HELCOM expert network on 
hazardous substances (document 4J-1), supported to start the work of the network immediately and noted 
that Germany will possibly provide further comments to the ToR by 30 November 2015. The Meeting 
underlined the need to elect a Chair for the network and encouraged the Contracting Parties to consider this 
need.  

4J.8 The Meeting considered the proposal to establish a HELCOM expert network on eutrophication 
and supported in principle its establishment and the draft Terms of Reference presented to the Meeting 
(document 4J-5). The Meeting noted the following statement by Germany: “that she is very well aware that 
the work on eutrophication indicators is very important and has to proceed within the HELCOM framework. 
The draft ToR for the proposed network comprise the relevant tasks and working steps, but Germany has 
some doubts that such a network which would primarily work intersessionally would be the right body to 
fulfil all the tasks listed. Therefore, Germany suggests a prolongation of the EUTRO-OPER project for three to 
six months, and will propose this at the next HOD meeting. However, if HOD cannot endorse a prolongation 
of EUTRO-OPER, Germany supports the expert network approach and the ToR as well”. 

Development of the second holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) 

4J.10 The Meeting considered the progress of the project for the development of the second holistic 
assessment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) (document 4J-4, Presentation 5), as presented by Ms. Lena Bergström, 
Project Coordinator of HOLAS II.  

4J.11 The Meeting took note that the implementation of a number of components of the HOLAS II 
project are supported through the EU financed HELCOM coordinated project BalticBOOST (document 4J-2, 
Presentation 6), in particular the development of assessment tools for biodiversity and hazardous 
substances. 

4.17 The Meeting took note of the information on the planned assessment tool development 
through BalticBOOST (document 4J-8), as presented by the Secretariat. The Meeting noted that test runs of 
the tools will be carried out during the second half of 2016 and that data availability for those test runs is 
critical and encouraged the Contracting Parties to identify suitable case study areas for the tests. 

Agenda Item 1J Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheets 
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5J.1 The Meeting took note of the status of Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheets (document 5J-1-
Rev.1), as presented by the Secretariat and noted that since the submission of the document, updates have 
also been received to the following BSEFS: 

− Spatial distribution of winter nutrient pool 

− Development of Sea Surface Temperature in the Baltic Sea 

and that the following two new BSEFS have been accepted by the HELCOM Pressure Working Group and will 
be uploaded to the HELCOM Website: 

− Atmospheric emissions of PCB-153 in the Baltic Sea region 
− Atmospheric depositions of PCB-153 in the Baltic Sea region 

5J.2 The Meeting considered the proposed revision of BSEFS procedure to better differentiate BSEFS 
and HELCOM core indicators (document 5J-2), as presented by the Secretariat, and agreed on the conceptual 
difference between core indicators and BSEFS as outlined in the document and to use the word ‘parameter’ 
instead of ‘indicator’ in the BSEFS. The Meeting agreed to update the BSEFS procedure according to the 
suggestion contained in Annex 1 of the document, noting that a reference to the Pressure Working Group 
will be added as some of the BSEFS are considered by the Pressure Group. 

Agenda Item 7J Any other business 

7J.1 The Meeting considered the draft Regional Baltic Underwater Noise Roadmap (document 7J-3), 
as presented by the Secretariat and suggested that the Roadmap is communicated to the CMS, 
ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Joint Noise Working Group. 

7J.8 The Meeting took note of the physical loss and damage to the sea floor caused by marine 
sediment extraction in the Baltic Sea (document 7J-5), submitted by CCB, and noted that the Pressure Group 
has initiated a review of HELCOM Recommendation 19/1 to be further discussed at the next meeting of the 
Group. 

HOD 49-2015 
Agenda Item 3  Next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

3.2  The Meeting discussed the next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting and identified HOLAS II and MAI/CART 
as the most important issues suitable for ministerial attention, with the possibility to include other issues as 
well.  

3.3 The Meeting tentatively agreed that the next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting will be held in 2018. 

Agenda Item 4 Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

Pressure 

4.1 The Meeting took note in general of the outcome of the Third Meeting of the new Working Group 
on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area (PRESSURE 3-2015), Copenhagen, Denmark, 
7-9 October 2015 (document 4-3), presented by the Chair of the Pressure WG Mr. Lars Sonesten.  

4.2 The Meeting welcomed the offers for leadership in implementing the actions from the Regional 
Action Plan on Marine Litter (RAP ML) received so far from the Contracting Parties and other actors and the 
information that Germany is ready to co-lead matters related to the implementation of the pressure-related 
actions of the RAP ML, if needed and having also a co-lead for the State & Conservation WG related parts, 
and invited further offers for lead in the remaining actions.  

4.3 The Meeting was of the opinion that the work on further development of the HELCOM 
Recommendation on sewage sludge management should be continued by the Pressure group and the issues 
related to the Annexes containing limit values should be further discussed by experts in order to prepare 
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acceptable suggestions for the meeting of PRESSURE 4-2016. The Meeting took note that Germany will 
provide initial suggestions by end of the year 2015.  

4.4 The Meeting noted the Terms of Reference for the HELCOM Expert Network on Marine Litter (EN-
Marine Litter) (Attachment 1 in document 4-3).  

4.5 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Germany to lead development of the registry of sources of 
impulsive underwater noise and related indicator. 

4.6 The Meeting took note of the concerns by Finland and Estonia regarding the impact of dredging 
activities in the Port of Bronka (Russia) and that a letter has been sent by Finland as well as the HELCOM 
Executive Secretary to the Russian Federation requesting information on how the requirements of the 
Helsinki Convention have been followed in this large scale operation.  

4.7 The Meeting noted that this information request concerns e.g. the exact amounts and level of 
contamination of material dredged and dumped for the port construction, as well as monitoring in the area. 

4.8 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia that the data required to prepare the detailed 
answer to the request is being collected from data holders and that the information will be provided to the 
Contracting Parties as soon as the compilation is ready. The Meeting took note of the information by Russia 
that some information is available in English on the web page of the Port of Bronka at http://eng.port-
bronka.ru. 

4.9 The Meeting noted the status of reporting within PLC-6 and annual PLC, and requested Poland and 
Russia to report annual PLC data as soon as possible. 

4.10 The Meeting approved arranging the next meeting of the Pressure WG (PRESSURE 4-2016) on 19-21 
April 2016 in Gothenburg, Sweden, and PRESSURE 5-2016 on 24-28 October 2016 and welcomed the offer 
by Poland to consider hosting the Meeting. 

4.11 The Meeting took note of the information on the status of reporting and assessment of dredging and 
exploration of mineral resources in the Baltic Sea (document 4-32), provided feedback to the Secretariat 
regarding the focus of such assessment and welcomed the information that Pressure WG at its next meeting 
will consider both the assessment methodology and related improvements in reporting, taking into account 
similar work in OSPAR.  The Meeting requested that also the Maritime Working Group is involved in 
improving the assessment of dredging activities/depositing of dredged material. 

4.12 The Meeting recalled that HELCOM Recommendation 36/2 on management of dredged material and 
its reporting format has been recently revised and adopted. 

4.13 The Meeting considered progress in the elaboration of the PLC products (document 4-11) and an 
updated division of tasks and timetable in the implementation plan of the HELCOM MAI-CART OPER project 
(document 4-11-Add.1). 

4.14 The Meeting decided that the next PLC assessment (PLC-7) will be made in 2019 based on the 
monitoring data from 2017. The Meeting agreed on the need to make already plans for timing of PLC-8 
assessment to be able to plan ahead and noted the proposal by Germany to conduct monitoring in 2021 and 
reporting in 2023. The Meeting requested PRESSURE 4-2016 to consider the timing of PLC-8 and make a 
proposal to HOD 50-2016. 

4.15 The Meeting recognized that the PLC assessment routine needs re-consideration, since the 
“traditional” PLC products have changed their character, and the focus in periodic PLC is much more now on 
source apportionment and effectiveness of measures. Also coupling of future PLC assessments and CART 
assessment needs to be further considered by Pressure WG. 

4.16 The Meeting took note of the view by Germany that human and financial resources should be 
dedicated to PLC-7 to work towards a more harmonised approach for source apportionment, aiming at 
harmonising the catchment models (or even using one catchment model for all countries). 

4.17 The Meeting discussed the first draft of the CART assessment (accessible via a link circulated by the 
Secretariat) and appreciated efforts made by the experts involved in preparing the assessment. The Meeting 

 

Page 6 of 19 
 

http://eng.port-bronka.ru/
http://eng.port-bronka.ru/


PRESSURE 4-2016, 2-1 
 

noted that a few of the Contracting Parties had some further suggestions for improvements, however, 
recognized that the assessment should be published without further delay as clear indications where the 
Baltic Sea region stands with respect to CART are urgently needed.  

4.18 On the basis of the above, the Meeting agreed to publish the CART assessment as preliminary results 
with the understanding that these are scientific results, noting that besides editorial improvement the two 
remaining issues are: 

― to include, in the key message, information that Poland accepts the Polish Country Allocated 
Reduction Targets as indicative due to the ongoing national consultations and confirms their efforts 
to finalize these consultations as soon as possible; 

― in the key message tables it should be made clearer that there is a difference in how far the countries 
are from the targets. 

4.19 The Meeting agreed that in the future the science-based CART assessment product has to be 
separated from a policy message product, related to the implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction 
scheme. 

4.20 The Meeting requested the Pressure WG to continue work to implement this new approach (para 
4.19), including through a possible expert workshop, and take into account the comments provided by the 
Contracting Parties and the need to make the next CART assessment - though remaining a scientific project- 
more user friendly. 

4.21 The Meeting encouraged all Contracting Parties to be involved in the PLC work within the Pressure 
WG.  

4.22 The Meeting requested PRESSURE-4 to consider the reference contained in the Copenhagen 
Ministerial Declaration regarding an extra reduction in basins where reduction targets have already been 
fulfilled, to be accounted for in other basins, and if the assessment of inputs by major rivers could be 
provided. 

4.23 The Meeting agreed to discuss the progress in implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction 
scheme at HELCOM 37-2016. 

4.24 The Meeting noted the start-up of the project on operationalization of the nutrient reduction scheme 
follow-up system (MAI-CART OPER, 2015-2017) including the outcomes of the project workshop on 1 
December 2015 and approved the implementation plan of the project (document 4-11, Attachment 3 and 
document 4-11-Add.1) and requested that also a user manual is prepared by the project. 

4.25 The Meeting took note of the clarification by the Secretariat that the project should be seen as 
contributing to the overall operationalisation of MAI/CART assessments and that it focuses on automation of 
certain steps in the assessments, improving overall quality of the assessment result and transparency of the 
assessment procedures.  

4.26 The Meeting pointed out that the Pressure WG should be actively involved in the project 
coordination. The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to consider contributing financially to bridge the gap 
in the project budget which would otherwise need to be covered from the HELCOM budget. 

4.27 The Meeting agreed and endorsed the draft HELCOM Recommendations on waterborne pollution 
input assessment and on monitoring of airborne pollution input (document 4-6) and agreed to submit them 
to HELCOM 37-2016 for adoption pending the confirmation by Germany by 8 January 2016. 

4.28 The Meeting decided on removing of the JCP Hot Spots Nos. 87.1, 99.2, 82, 83.1, 84 and 85 from the 
list of JCP Hot Spots (document 4-4) and congratulated Poland for the achievement. 

4.29 The Meeting considered the draft roadmap to build a knowledge base on underwater noise 
(document 4-21) and the revised version based on the comments by Russia (document 4-21 Rev.1), noting 
that the draft was also considered by HELCOM MARITIME 15-2015, which should be made more clear on the 
cover page. 
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4.30 The Meeting approved the roadmap as included in Annex 2, pending clarification of the study 
reservation by Russia by 31 January 2016. 

4.31 The Meeting noted that underwater noise is a crosscutting issue and should continue to be also 
considered by the Maritime group.  

4.32 The Meeting took note of the progress in setting up the registry for impulsive underwater noise 
(document 4-22) and recognized the opportunity to join the OSPAR regional registry being set up in ICES with 
minimal cost, allowing timely fulfillment of the Ministerial commitment.  

4.33 The Meeting agreed that HELCOM joins the OSPAR registry of impulsive noise and on the need to 
clarify hosting of the database and condition of hosting and noted that the work on reporting details is still 
ongoing and is aimed to be finalized by HELCOM EN-Noise in close cooperation with OSPAR and ICES. 

Gear 

4.61 The Meeting took note of the presentation of the HOLAS II project by the Secretariat (document 
4-5, Presentation 1). The Meeting noted that several project activities until mid-2017 are taken forward 
through projects co-financed by the EU, more specifically the BalticBOOST project and TAPAS project. The 
Meeting welcomed the recent decision on financing TAPAS (document 4-8).  

4.69 The Meeting endorsed in principle the “Joint documentation of the regional coordination of the 
programme of measures“ noting a study reservation on the document by Russia and invited Russia to clarify 
the study reservation by 11 January 2016.  

State and Conservation 

4.107 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the Third Meeting of the State and Conservation 
Working Group (STATE & CONSERVATION 3-2015), Helsinki, Finland, 9-13 November 2015, as presented by 
the co-Chairs Mr. Urmas Lips and Ms. Penina Blankett (document 4-7), and noted: 

- that reporting to the COMBINE data base is missing from some Contracting Parties and needs to 
submitted as soon as possible to ensure access to data for the 2nd HELCOM holistic assessment; 

- that a joint EUSBSR PA Hazards/HELCOM background report on pharmaceuticals in the Baltic Sea is 
being finalized and will be presented at a stakeholder conference in Copenhagen on 15 December 
2015; 

- that State and Conservation agreed on the draft Terms of Reference of the HELCOM expert network 
on hazardous substances; 

- that State and Conservation supported the proposal to establish a HELCOM expert network on 
eutrophication and agreed on draft Terms of Reference; 

- that the modernized HELCOM MPA database has been published and that the methodology for the 
assessment of ecological coherence was discussed and agreed by the Meeting. 

4.118 The Meeting agreed to establish a HELCOM intersessional expert network on eutrophication and 
agreed to the draft Terms of Reference as contained in document 4-13.  

4.119 The Meeting welcomed the outcome of the EUTRO-OPER project and took note that the pre-
core indicators developed by EUTRO-OPER will not be finalized by end of the project and that in order to 
finalize them Lead Countries are needed to ensure their continued development as well as resources for 
modelling to develop GES-boundaries for three of the indicators. The Meeting noted the view of Finland, 
Germany and Sweden to continue the project in 2016 with support of a part-time project manager. The 
Meeting agreed to continue the project for a limited period 3-6 months and welcomed the offer by Germany 
to contribute to the work financially.  

4.120 The Meeting took note of the view of the Chair of the Pressure WG that it would beneficial to 
link the work of the RedCore and EUTRO-OPER project. 

4.121 The Meeting took note of the working arrangement for continued development of indicators 
(document 4-20) and recalled that it is based on a Lead Country approach and a more continuous 
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engagement of HELCOM expert groups, networks and projects, as agreed by HOD 48-2015. The Meeting 
noted that a key task for HELCOM experts groups, network and project is to carry out the updating of 
indicator evaluations for core indicator reports as well as for the 2nd holistic assessment. 

4.122 The Meeting noted that Germany is not in a position to be in the lead on the cumulative impact 
indicators, and its repeated view that the core indicators on nutritional and reproductive status of marine 
mammals are not suitable to assess the health of marine mammals. 

4.123 The Meeting encouraged Contracting Parties to take the lead on development of indicators 
where Lead country offers are lacking, noting that this is in particular the case for indicators related to 
hazardous substances and benthic communities and habitats. 

4.124 Noting the study reservation by Germany, the Meeting agreed, while taking into account a 
respective German reservation (see para 4.54), to further consider the core indicator on incidental by-catch 
under the Fish Group as well as the State and Conservation Working Group as regards defining the maximum 
allowable catch of species.  

4.125 The Meeting welcomed that Denmark is lifting the study reservation on GES boundaries for the 
core indicators on Abundance of waterbirds in the wintering season, Abundance of waterbirds in the 
breeding season, Hexabromocyclododecane (HBCDD), Perfluorooctane sulphonate (PFOS), Polybrominated 
Diphenyl, Ethers (PBDE), Metals (Cd, Pb, Hg) and Radioactive substances (document 4-33). 

4.126 The Meeting noted that for indicators included in Annex 1 to document 4-33, Denmark suggests 
that further work is carried out in order to adjust them to be suitable also to Danish waters. The Meeting 
invited Denmark to take an active part in the discussions and meetings being set up by Lead countries and 
relevant HELCOM experts groups and network during 2016 to clarify the views on the indicators and to 
contribute with data to test and develop the indicators. 

4.128 The Meeting took note that Germany is not in a position to lift their reservation on the core 
indicators due to matters of national administration (cf paragraph 4.54). 

Agri 

4.135 The Meeting took note of the information on intersessional activities of the HELCOM Group on 
Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri) (document 4-24) and that the work on both priorities of the Agri 
Group (nutrient accounting on farm level and standards for nutrient content in manure) has been started 
and that the outcomes of the related workshops as well as next steps will be considered by AGRI 3-2016, as 
appropriate. 

4.136 The Meeting supported HELCOM involvement as a project partner in the planned project on 
manure standards led by Finland and invited potential project partners from the Contracting Parties to 
contact Luke (sari.luostarinen@luke.fi) as soon as possible. 

Agenda item 6  Any other business 

6.18 The Meeting took note of the information by the Chair that in the beginning of 2015 OECD 
agreed to develop a Nitrogen Assessment on a global scale and that Estonia is prepared to facilitate closer 
cooperation between HELCOM work in the Baltic and the work within OECD. 

Agenda item 7 Next meeting(s) 

7.1 The Meeting agreed to hold the next meeting of the HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD 50-
2016) on 15-16 June 2016 and welcomed the offer of Estonia to host the meeting.  

 

  

 

Page 9 of 19 
 

mailto:sari.luostarinen@luke.fi


PRESSURE 4-2016, 2-1 
 

HELCOM 37-2016 

Agenda Item 3 Next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

3.1 The Meeting considered the next Ministerial Meeting, tentatively planned for 2018, using 
document 3-2 as background for discussion and supported the idea to organize high level sessions on the 
planned topics with the participation of ministers during 2016 and 2017 to ensure high-level interest in 
HELCOM work.  

3.3 The Meeting welcomed the information by Finland on an initiative to organize a ministerial 
HELCOM session during the European Maritime Day (EMD) in Turku 18-19 May 2016 and took note that the 
invitation to the Contracting Parties will be sent shortly. Finland invited the Contracting Parties to suggest 
topics for the Ministerial event, possibly linking to the theme of the European Maritime Day.  

3.4 The Meeting considered potential topics for the Ministerial Meeting and recognized that both 
2nd HELCOM holistic assessment of the ecosystem health (HOLAS II) and nutrient reduction scheme provide 
possibilities to take stock of HELCOM achievements in improving the status of the marine environment and 
to consider strategic directions for further HELCOM work, while marine litter and costs of degradation of the 
marine environment are of potential focus, too. 

3.5 The Meeting noted that the Ministerial Meeting would be held either under the EU or Finnish 
Chairmanship of HELCOM, took note that Finland is ready to host the meeting if decided to be held in the 
second half of 2018, and agreed that the exact timing of the Meeting should be decided by 2017. 

Agenda Item 4 Matters arising from the subsidiary bodies 

Gear Group 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the Outcome of GEAR 13-2016 (document 4-8) as presented by the 
Chair of the Gear Group, Ms Heike Imhoff. The Meeting welcomed the work of Gear and expressed 
appreciation to the regional coordination process that is facilitated by the Gear Group. 

4.3 The Meeting requested Russia to clarify their study reservation on the Joint Documentation as 
soon as possible.  

4.6 The Meeting noted that the Contracting Parties through the Gear group are sharing information 
on the use of the 2nd HELCOM holistic assessment of the ecosystem health and have initiated a discussion on 
how to arrange the consultation on the first version of assessment report that will be prepared by mid-2017 
in order to have a common approach. The Meeting stressed the importance to coordinate national time 
tables so that the joint regional products such as HOLAS II can be made full use of. 

4.7 The Meeting recognized that a key issue for the success of the HOLAS II project is to have a set 
of agreed HELCOM core indicators ready by the end of 2016 and encouraged the Lead and co-Lead Countries 
on indicator development to prioritize this work during 2016.  

4.8 The Meeting endorsed organizing the next meeting of GEAR on 10-11 May 2016, Gothenburg, 
Sweden.  

4.9 The Meeting took note of the clarification on the status of the future HELCOM actions 
(document 4-15) and that all listed actions are agreed except for Regional Baltic Underwater Noise Roadmap 
2015-2017.  

4.10 The Meeting considered the revised Underwater Noise Roadmap 2015-2017 containing an 
additional reference to IMO as proposed by Russia (document 4-17) and adopted the Roadmap (Annex 3).  

4.11 The Meeting decided that Pressure WG should be the main group responsible for the Action to 
‘Assess the role of [internal nutrient reserves][stored nutrients] in the Baltic and potential management 
measures’ with possible contribution by State and Conservation WG as relevant.  
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4.12 The Meeting requested the identified responsible working groups (document 4-15) to consider 
how to initiate the actions.  

4.13 The Meeting noted that the action on ‘Blue catch crops/mussel farming’ was deleted from Annex 
3 of the Joint Documentation (Outcome of GEAR 13-2016, para 3.5). Estonia, European Union and Sweden 
regretted the lack of the agreement on the action (Outcome of GEAR 13-2016, para 3.6) and pointed out that 
the action represents a good example of combining the environmental, economic and social dimension and 
aims at sharing information and best practices and should be further explored in HELCOM.  

4.14 The Meeting noted the strict mandate of Germany not to accept this action.  

4.15 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide their feedback on this action for further 
consideration at HOD 50-2016.  

Implementation follow-up  

Hot Spots 

4.60 The Meeting took note of the information on the status of HELCOM Hot Spots, the identified 
pollution sites in the Baltic Sea catchment area (document 4-7).  

4.61 The Meeting requested the Secretariat to correct the information regarding deletion of the hot 
spot Krakow - Plaszow WWTP in document 4-7 as well as on the HELCOM website.  

4.62 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia regarding the on-going work on cleaning 
the hot spots in Russia and the plan to apply for their deletion from the HELCOM list during the year 2016.  

4.63 The Meeting took note of the information by Greenpeace Russia on the alarming situation at 
Krasny Bor hazardous waste landfill submitted by CCB (document 7-1).  

4.64 The Meeting took note of the concern expressed by Estonia, Finland and Sweden about the risk 
which the present state of the landfill poses to the environment of the Gulf of Finland and the Baltic Sea and 
urged Russia to make all efforts to resolve the situation.  

4.65 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia regarding measures which are planned to 
be implemented to mitigate the existing alarming situation in Krasny Bor and initial steps to rectify the 
situation in the hot spot. 

4.66 The Meeting welcomed that more information on the planned action with regard to the hot spot 
will be presented at the Baltic Sea Day 2016 in St.Petersburg and requested Russia to provide current 
information on the situation around the Krasny Bor landfill as well as on the undertaken measures and 
planned activities to reduce environmental risk posed by the site at PRESSURE 4-2016.  

4.67 The Meeting noted that Estonia offers to share their own experience in remediation of similar 
hot spots.  

BSAP follow-up  

4.70 The Meeting welcomed that the BSAP explorer provides a transparent presentation of HELCOM 
achievements and acknowledged that it offers useful information also for the national level, can be used to 
support prioritization of the actions not yet implemented and for raising public awareness.  

4.72 The Meeting agreed to report the accomplishment of remaining national actions by 31 March 
2016 by responding to the questionnaires and requested the countries to inform the Secretariat when the 
reporting has been finalized. 

4.73 The Meeting expressed the wish to make BSAP explorer open in April 2016, after the reporting 
by 31 March, and agreed to do so even in case of partially incomplete information. 

Eutrophication 

4.75 The Meeting took note of the information by the Chair of the Pressure WG Mr Lars Sonesten on 
the current status of the implementation of the HELCOM nutrient input reduction scheme (Presentation 3). 
In his presentation, the Pressure WG Chair highlighted the importance of further adjustments of the PLUS 
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database, MAI CART OPER project as well as timing, completeness and quality of data collection and 
reporting. The Meeting thanked Mr Lars Sonesten for the excellent presentation. 

4.76 The Meeting discussed the progress achieved and took note of the following information by the 
Contracting Parties on the national measures to be put in place to further reduce nutrient inputs to the Baltic 
Sea: 

- Germany underlined the eutrophication issue remaining the biggest HELCOM challenge including 
riverine and shipping inputs and explaining the broad German marine related approach that besides 
the MSFD also includes WFD, the Fertilizer and Sewage Regulations or, for instance, ongoing 
considerations of an inter-agency nitrogen strategy. 

- Sweden highlighted the need to simultaneously launch implementation of measures to abate 
internal load within the Baltic Sea, that constitute a vast source of nutrients, with the land-based 
measures to reduce the input of nutrients.  

- Poland informed on an ongoing national consultation regarding new measures to be undertaken by 
Poland to reduce the input of nutrients. Poland will provide information regarding the new measures 
within 2016. 

- Lithuania expressed the concern that according to national assessment, the phosphorus CART for 
Lithuania is unachievable even when all possible measures, including the innovative ones, have been 
implemented. Lithuania also informed the Meeting that a significant part of the measures being 
implemented by Lithuania are included into river basin management plans.  

4.77 The Meeting noted that additional measures and investments have taken place in the coastal 
countries since the MAI/CART assessment period (up to 2012) and therefore, further reduction of nutrient 
inputs to the sea can be expected. At the same time, the Meeting recognized that there is a substantial time-
lag between the reduction of inputs and positive effects in the marine environment, therefore, any early 
signals of the recovery are of importance to capture and communicate.  

4.78 The Meeting recognized the challenge of achieving a good environmental status of the Baltic 
Sea with regard to eutrophication and re-confirmed that it is a pan-Baltic issue concerning all Contracting 
Parties and which needs to be addressed in a holistic way and with involvement of other sectors in HELCOM 
work. 

4.79 The Meeting welcomed that the reallocation of extra reduction in one basin to the others will 
be discussed at PRESSURE 4-2016 and reported to HOD 50-2016, accordingly.    

4.80 The Meeting considered the draft Recommendations on waterborne pollution input assessment 
and the draft Recommendation on monitoring of airborne pollution (document 4-4), noted that the majority 
of the Contracting Parties are ready to adopt the Recommendations and took note of the study reservation 
by Germany on the draft Recommendations. The Meeting invited Germany to clarify their study reservation 
as soon as possible, but no later than HOD 50-2016, and mandated HOD 50-2016 to adopt the 
Recommendations.  

4.81 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the 'Project on making HELCOM eutrophication 
assessments operational (EUTRO-OPER)' (January 2014 – December 2015) (document 4-14). 

4.82 The Meeting noted that project activities related to indicators will continue as ‘EUTRO-OPER 
EXTENDED’ and that financial support from Germany provides resources to cover some of the activities 
proposed by the Intersessional network of eutrophication experts. 

Agenda Item 7 Any other business 

7.1 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia on dredging material management at sea in 
connection with “Bronka” Multifunctional Transshipment Marine Operations Centre (document 7-3) and 
invited the Contracting Parties to provide any questions they may have to the material presented and 
dredging operations at Bronka within a month, to be submitted to the Secretariat. Russia expressed 
willingness to answer questions by the Contracting Parties.  
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7.2 The Meeting took note of the information by CCB on the need by the Government of the Russian 
Federation to undertake all appropriate measures to comply with fundamental principles and requirements 
of the Helsinki Convention (Art. 3, 7, 15, 16-17) with regard of construction of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline 
(document 7-2).  

7.5 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on a stakeholder seminar to be organized 
by PA Nutri in Gdansk, Poland on 14 April 2016 which will be devoted to the measures to reduce input of 
nutrients to the Baltic Sea. 

7.7 The Meeting took note of the information from Sweden that in the preparation of the Annual 
Forum of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR), to be held on 8-9 November 2016, it is now 
possible to propose topics for seminars until 17 May 2016 (strategyforum@si.se). 

Agenda Item 8 Next meeting(s) of the Commission 

8.1 The Meeting decided to arrange the next meeting of the Commission on 28 February - 1 March 
2017 in Helsinki. A preliminary reservation for HELCOM 39-2018 has been made for week 10 in March 2018. 

8.2 The Meeting thanked Estonia for offering to host the next Heads of Delegation Meeting HOD 50-
2016 to be held near Tallinn, on 15-16 June 2016. 

AGRI 3-2016 

The Third Meeting of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (AGRI 3-2016) was held in 
Tartu, Estonia, on 5-6 April 2016. 

2.3  The Meeting took note that HELCOM HOD 49-2015 (10-11 December 2016) agreed to publish 
the draft assessment for following-up on the progress towards reaching the reduction targets of the HELCOM 
nutrient reduction scheme (CART) as preliminary scientific result (document 2-1, Presentation 2). The overall 
trend in inputs of nutrients to Baltic Sea is decreasing. The results are available on the HELCOM web page 
and the final report is expected in 2017. 

2.4  The Meeting noted that the increased phosphorus input to the Gulf of Riga is likely not related 
to agriculture but rather to other sources as there was no increase in nitrogen input. 

2.5  The Meeting took note of the remark by WWF that the new agreed sea based actions to mitigate 
internal load of phosphorus should be considered as complementary to the land based actions. 

2.6  The Meeting also took note of the information by the Polish Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development that alleged inconsistency in the methodology of the MAI/CART 2013 calculation has been 
identified by national experts as presented at the meeting of the HELCOM Reduction Scheme Core Drafting 
Group (RedCore 8-2015). 

2.7  The Meeting took note of the information by Germany that the nutrient input reduction to the 
Baltic Sea is considered as a national priority environmental task. 

2.8  The Meeting took note of the information that Finland has recently published a programme of 
measures for the development and implementation of the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). 
The programme aims to improve the status of the marine environment and reduce the pressure on it. It 
focuses on preventing eutrophication, decreasing hazardous substances, protection of biodiversity, 
prevention of alien species, enhancement of sustainable use of natural resources, decreasing human impacts 
on the sea bottom and decreasing marine litter and subsurface noise. The activities for reduction of nutrients 
are focusing on promotion of nutrient recycling and improving current and future environment schemes. 

2.9  The Meeting further took note that Poland is finalizing the MSFD Program of Measures 
containing measures for reducing input of nutrients and that additional information can be provided later in 
2016. 

2.10 The Meeting took note of the draft Status report on pharmaceuticals in the Baltic Sea, which will 
be further considered by HELCOM STATE&CONSERVATION 4-2016 (11-15 April 2016) and HELCOM PRESSURE 
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4-2016 (19-21 April 2016) and with an intention to be adopted for publication as Baltic Sea Environmental 
Proceedings by HOD 50-2016 (15-16 June 2016) (document 2-2, Presentation 3). 

2.11 The Meeting noted that the report mainly focuses on human use of pharmaceuticals and their 
discharges into the Baltic Sea environment via waste water and that agricultural aspects/veterinary uses of 
pharmaceuticals are not covered comprehensively in the report. The topic has however been identified as a 
priority for further studies. 

2.12 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Germany to circulate the national study on emissions of 
antibiotics into the ground water from animal farming for publication at the HELCOM web site and the offer 
by Poland to provide contact information to the national authority responsible for pharmaceuticals in 
veterinary use, if more explanation is required.  

3.1  The Meeting took note of the conclusions of the HELCOM Workshop on manure nutrient content 
in the Baltic Sea countries, which was co-organized by the Ministry of the Environment. 

3.5  The Meeting took note of the presentation by Ms. Sari Luostarinen, Luke, on the draft concept 
for the project on advanced manure standards and was of the opinion that the development of standard 
values is a vital part of efficient nutrient recycling in agriculture. 

4.1  The Meeting took note of the presentation by EU Commission on the EU Circular Economy 
Package adopted by the European Commission on 2 December 2015 and the Fertilizer Regulation being 
updated (document 4-2, Presentation 7). 

4.2  The Meeting discussed the impacts of the new draft fertilizer regulation from an economic and 
environmental point of view and was of the opinion that the new limit values for cadmium could increase 
the use of organic and waste based fertilizer products. The draft was newly adopted by the EU commission 
and is now passed on to the EU Parliament and the Council. 

4.3  The Meeting took note of the information by the Contracting Parties on the national policy 
priorities related to nutrient recycling in the light of implementation of the nutrient recycling commitments 
of the 2010 and 2013 HELCOM Ministerial commitments. 

4.8  The Meeting decided to establish a drafting group consisting of representatives of the 
Contracting Parties and Observers to prepare an overview on the state of art on nutrient recycling and the 
need for further actions within the HELCOM framework. 

4.10 The Meeting agreed on the following timeline for preparing the overview:  

- nominations by the Contracting Parties and Observers to the drafting group by 20 April 2016, 

- Secretariat to circulate a questionnaire by 29 April 2016 to work as the framework for Contracting Parties 
to report national overviews including request for national maps on phosphorus sensitive areas by 31 May 
2016, 

- first draft of the overview to be circulated by 5 August 2016, 

- feedback to be provided by the Contracting Parties and Observers by 1 September 2016, 

- overview to be finalized by 15 September 2016. 

4.11 The Meeting decided to consider further together with the HELCOM Pressure Working Group 
the need for a HELCOM workshop on nutrient recycling. 

 

Workshops and project meetings 
PLUS 9-2015 

The Ninth Meeting of Project on Development of a HELCOM Pollution Load User System (HELCOM PLUS 9-
2015) was held at the premises of the HELCOM Secretariat on 29 October 2015. 
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2.1 The Meeting emphasized that 2 types of documentation of the reporting user applications 
should be produced: 

- end-user guideline – brief and simplified description of the tools, procedures performed by the user 
tools, and constraints for data reporting procedures; 

working technical documentation – detailed technical descriptions of the developed software and 
verification procedures QA levels 1, 2 and 3. 

5.1  The Meeting decided that, due to closing of the PLUS project, the activities would be 
continued under the RedCore DG or be included into the agenda of the PLC-6 and no further PLUS meetings 
are planned. 

MAI-CART OPER 1-2015 
The first Workshop of the Project Operationalization of the nutrient reduction scheme follow-up system 
(MAI CART OPER) was held at the premises of Stockholm University in Stockholm, Sweden, on 1 December 
2015. 

The conclusions of the workshop are submitted to the Meeting in the document 7-10. 

PLC-6 9-2015 and PLC-6 10-2016. 
The ninth and tenth meetings of the Sixth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation (PLC-6) project group were 
held in Helsinki, Finland, on in October 2015 and February 2016. 

The aims of the Meetings were:  

• Further elaboration of  the scope of the PLC-6 report, 

• Collection of background information and data for the PLC assessment; 

• Progress in reporting of annual and periodical data; 

• CART assessment structure; 

• testing and fine-tuning PLC-water system tools – reporting application, QA tools, 
documentation etc. 

All these themes are presented in the documents submitted to PRESSURE 4-2016. 

HOLAS II Pressure Index WS 1-2015 
− The aim of the Workshop was to support the assessment of human activities and pressures in the Baltic 

Sea, including the development of the Baltic Sea impact index (BSII), by considering the spatial data layers 
to be included in the assessment, how to develop the impacts scores to use in the impact index, and 
detail further how the assessment should be developed. 

− Main conclusions from the workshop are based on key questions related to (see Annex 3 of the Outcome 
of the workshop): 

• Spatial datasets to be included. 
• Potential improvements of the impact index based on previous experience and recent 

developments. 
• Development of a literature based cumulative impact assessment tool LiACAT to support 

HOLAS II. 
• How to include uncertainty in the impact estimates. 
• Planning and design of the expert questionnaire. 
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HOLAS II 4-2015 
Matters arising from other meetings of relevance 

− The Meeting noted that the assessment tools developed under HOLAS II are planned to be developed so 
that they can be adopted by HOD in December 2016. The Meeting recognized that the revision of the GES 
decision, MSFD Annex III, as well as guidance on integrated assessments, cannot be taken up by the HOLAS 
II project if it comes later than spring or early summer 2016. 

Development of core indicators 

− The Meeting noted that for use in HOLAS II indicators with GES-boundaries need to be adopted by HOD 
in December 2016 and be presented for technical review by the previous relevant Working Group 
meetings (e.g. Pressure 5-2016 on 24-28 October 2016, State and Conservation 5-2016 on 7-11 November 
2016).  

− The Meeting took note that Lead countries are currently in place for 30 indicators and co-Lead countries 
are in place for all indicators further noting that Lead countries are in particular missing for indicators on 
benthic communities and biotopes and for hazardous substances.  

− The Meeting proposed that the stage of development of the indicators should be clarified for each pre-
core and candidate indicator and that an evaluation should be made to indicate which indicators that can 
likely be ready, with GES-boundaries or comparable GES assessment criteria, for use in HOLAS II i.e. that 
can be adopted by HOD in December 2016 and be presented for technical review by the previous relevant 
Working Group meetings. The Meeting invited Lead countries to provide this information as part of the 
planning for work in 2016, and requested the Secretariat to inform the HOLAS II core team on the outcome 
at the latest by 30 March 2016.  

− The Meeting proposed that for indicators where GES criteria are not likely to be in place by end of 2016 it 
should still be considered how information contained in them could be included in the 2nd holistic 
assessment.  

− The Meeting supported the continuation of development of all indicators for the time being, also those 
that may not be ready by end of 2016 and encouraged Contracting Parties to provide resources for the 
development of pre-core and candidate indicators. 

− The Meeting noted that in order to produce a first version of the holistic assessment by mid-2017, data 
need to be in place by autumn 2016 at the latest and recalled that the reporting deadline for data held by 
ICES is in September. The Meeting welcomed that all Contracting Parties are committed to submit the 
requested data to the COMBINE database, or other database solutions, by this time. 

Thematic assessment of environmental status 

− The Meeting took note that the four essential components for the HOLAS II biodiversity assessment are 
the tool development, indicator development, data arrangements, and to carry out the assessment. The 
development of the tool will be accomplished under the BalticBOOST project WP 1.1 and two HELCOM 
workshops are planned during 2016 to guide the development of the tool.  

− The Meeting took note that data required for the assessment of core indicators for the holistic assessment 
need to be delivered by September 2016 at the latest to give the opportunity for HELCOM expert groups, 
projects and networks to update the indicator evaluations by early 2017 for further use in the biodiversity 
assessment. 

− The Meeting noted the preliminary proposal to carry out the biodiversity assessment centrally based on 
indicator evaluations supplied by relevant expert groups, networks and projects, that a workspace would 
be set up, if possible, for evaluation by Contracting Parties, and that a workshop could be arranged to 
quality assure the results in spring 2017.  
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− The Meeting recalled that the 2nd holistic assessment will primarily be based on the regionally agreed 
core indicators however that the use of supplementary national indicators have been considered by the 
project and that principles for tentative use of national indicators was proposed by HOLAS II 3-2015. The 
Meeting agreed that a decision of the use of supplementary indicators will take place when a more 
complete picture of available indicators is in place e.g. by HOLAS II 5-2016.  

− The Meeting supported, in principle, the plan for the hazardous substance assessment within HOLAS II 
including planning for BalticBOOST WP 2.1 and WP 2.2 (document 4-2, Presentation 2). 

− The Meeting took note that guidance for the reporting of descriptor 8 and descriptor 9 is still being 
developed through the review of the GES decision, including how to consider the requirements for 
assessing hazardous substance under the Water Framework Directive. The Meeting recalled that at 
present it is proposed that the assessment under the MSFD should follow the list of priority substances as 
a minimum and to use EQS for those substances in territorial waters while outside this zone it is proposed 
that in addition, other substance lists and threshold levels can be used such as developed by Regional 
Seas Convention. The Meeting recalled that the GES-boundaries for HELCOM core indicators are based on 
EQS and aligned with the requirements of the WFD. 

− The Meeting took note that Contracting Parties are monitoring contaminants in different matrices and 
also that the monitoring in biota is based on different species and biomatrices. The Meeting supported 
the proposal to make use of conversion factors to achieve comparable indicator evaluations of 
contaminants. 

− The Meeting discussed the assessment of hazardous substances in territorial waters and agreed to test 
the use of the CHASE tool in territorial waters as well as beyond to compare the results with the WFD 
assessment of chemical status, analyse the results (cf. EUTRO-OPER), and to come back to the issue when 
the comparison has been made, possibly at HOLAS II 5-2016. The organization of such comparison will be 
addressed at the first hazardous substance workshop.  

− The Meeting discussed and agreed that a separate assessment will be carried out for descriptor 8 and 
descriptor 9 as the aim of the two descriptors are different and thresholds stem from different sources.  

− The Meeting took note of the information from Sweden on the assessment of Kattegat and that Sweden 
and Denmark have agreed to carry out the assessment of Kattegat under MSFD Article 8 using OSPAR 
common indicators and in the framework of the OSPAR intermediate assessment (document 4-4). The 
Meeting invited Denmark and Sweden to inform the next meeting on their plans regarding the use of such 
components of the HOLAS II assessment that will not be produced by OSPAR (e.g. thematic assessments 
and BSPI/BSII). 

− The Meeting underlined that any component from the OSPAR intermediate assessment aimed to be 
included in the HOLAS II report needs to comply with the Kattegat sub-basin. 

− The Meeting took note of the prioritization of spatial data sets for further work on the pressure and impact 
assessment carried out in HOLAS II based on discussions at the HOLAS II Pressure Index workshop noting 
that the list of data sets considered follows the draft revision of MSFD Annex III (document 5-2-Rev.2). 

− The Meeting discussed for which human activities and pressures that the collation effort for spatial 
datasets should be made for use in the Baltic Sea Pressure and Impact Index, revised the prioritization 
made by the workshop as contained in document 5-2 Rev1-Add1, and mandated the Secretariat to collate 
the information with the aim to further develop the spatial datasets on human activities and pressures 
given the priority score 2. The Meeting discussed whether to include local activities and pressures and 
agreed that these should be included if they have a major local impact.  

− The Meeting took note of the HELCOM process for data collation, including the non-regular data collation 
that will support HOLAS II, and the guideline on use of non-regular data in HELCOM Assessments 
(document 5-3). 
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Economic and social analyses 

− The Meeting took note of the Outcome of the HOLAS II Workshop on Social and Economic analyses and 
the key issues identified for carrying out the ESA work of HOLAS II (document 6-1 and 6-2, Presentation 
5). 

− The Meeting took note that the ESA workshop had developed a conceptual model where the marine water 
account and ecosystem services approaches are combined with the DPSIR framework to arrive at a HOLAS 
II ESA model. The Meeting noted that the causal link between activities and pressures will be elaborated 
through the BalticBOOST project WP 3.3 and proposed to link this activity to the development of the ESA 
framework.  

− The Meeting took note that through the TAPAS project, if funded, it will be possible to develop a ‘manual’ 
for the ESA work in HOLAS II, assess the availability of relevant data, and identify common denominators 
between countries, however that the project will not carry out any analyses. Two workshops are planned 
under the TAPAS project, the first one being proposed for April 2016 and the second for autumn 2016. 

− The Meeting took note of the information from the EC that the WG ESA group produced guidance to ESA 
analyses in 2010 as well as more recent guidance on cost benefit analyses and cost of degradation and 
that EUROSTAT has been identified as a potential source of data for ESA. 

− The Meeting noted that ESA experts on the marine water account approach is so far missing from the 
HOLAS II ESA work strand and agreed to inform on national contact persons on this approach, as well as 
on national contacts for information on economic data to the Secretariat (lena.bergstrom@helcom.fi) by 
16 December 2015.  

 

HELCOM TAPAS Pressure Index WS 1-2016 
− The aim of the Workshop was to support the development of the Baltic Sea Pressure and Impact index. 

More specifically, the Workshop aimed to  
• follow up on and support the collation of datasets to use in the assessment, including the preparation 

of metadata information and spatial data set fact sheets,  
• consider how to aggregate the datasets on human activities, pressures and ecosystem components 

into ecologically relevant units,  
• consider anthropogenic pressures to be supported by literature information for setting impacts 

scores,  
• detail the planned expert questionnaire to obtain information for setting the impact scores. 

− Main conclusions from the workshop are based on key questions related to (see Outcome of the 
workshop): 

• General aims and timeline of HOLAS II and the assessment of human activities and pressures; 
• Follow up on and support the collation of datasets to use in the assessment, including the 

preparation of metadata information and spatial data set fact sheets; 
• How to set the spatial and temporal extent of the pressure in relation to particular human 

activities; 
• Vision for components of the pressure assessment in HOLAS II;  
• Aggregation of data set for the assessment and links between pressures an human activities; 
• How to set the impact scores for the BSPII and planning of the expert questionnaire; 
• Inclusion of literature information in the setting of impact scores 

HELCOM BalticBOOST HZ WS 1-2016 

− HELCOM BalticBOOST is an EU co-financed project with the task to develop a tool for integrated 
assessment of hazardous substances (CHASE 3.0) to be used in the HOLAS II project, the project is also 
tasked with developing the data-arrangements for HELCOM hazardous substance core indicators. The 
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project runs from September 2015-December 2016. The development of the tool is to be guided through 
two HELCOM workshops with participation of experts from HELCOM Contracting Parties.  

− The aim of the workshop was to support the development of data-arrangements for the hazardous 
substance core indicators and the further development of a tool for integrated assessments of chemical 
status for use in HOLAS II, building on previous guidance from the HOLAS II core team.  

− Related to the development of indicators, the workshop stressed that without additional Lead Countries 
as well as co-Lead on the hazardous substances indicators the availability of operational and approved 
hazardous substance indicators for use in HOLAS II may be limited.  

− Main conclusions from the Workshop are related to (see Outcome of the workshop):  
• Core indicators development work and data-arrangements  

 Statistical treatment of data in the core indicators;  
 Development of HELCOM workspace for hazardous substances as a tool for managing 

the indicator data-flow from COMBINE;  
 Data availability and extraction from COMBINE for indicator testing and HOLAS II;  
 Comparison of COMBINE data-fields to EIONET data fields. In this regard the workshop 

recommended to State and Conservation 4-2016 to report all monitoring data through 
COMBINE, as critical differences in the major fields were identified in the EIONET 
metadata.  

• Assessment tool development:  
 CHASE compatibility with the WFD assessment approach;  
 Hazardous substance assessment to meet HOLAS II dual purposes of follow-up of the 

Baltic Sea Action Plan and the Marine Strategy Framework. In this regard the workshop 
recommended to test the hazardous substance assessment tool according to five 
approaches that meet different identified assessment needs;  

 Assessment principles, e.g. appropriate level of HELCOM assessment units, use of 
compartments in CHASE, use of OOAO approach between compartments, how to 
address confidence in the assessment.  
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	Development of the second holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II)
	4J.10 The Meeting considered the progress of the project for the development of the second holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) (document 4J-4, Presentation 5), as presented by Ms. Lena Bergström, Project Coordinator of HOLAS II.
	4J.11 The Meeting took note that the implementation of a number of components of the HOLAS II project are supported through the EU financed HELCOM coordinated project BalticBOOST (document 4J-2, Presentation 6), in particular the development of assess...
	4.17 The Meeting took note of the information on the planned assessment tool development through BalticBOOST (document 4J-8), as presented by the Secretariat. The Meeting noted that test runs of the tools will be carried out during the second half of ...

	Agenda Item 1J Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheets
	5J.1 The Meeting took note of the status of Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheets (document 5J-1-Rev.1), as presented by the Secretariat and noted that since the submission of the document, updates have also been received to the following BSEFS:
	 Spatial distribution of winter nutrient pool
	 Development of Sea Surface Temperature in the Baltic Sea
	and that the following two new BSEFS have been accepted by the HELCOM Pressure Working Group and will be uploaded to the HELCOM Website:

	Agenda Item 7J Any other business
	7J.1 The Meeting considered the draft Regional Baltic Underwater Noise Roadmap (document 7J-3), as presented by the Secretariat and suggested that the Roadmap is communicated to the CMS, ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Joint Noise Working Group.
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	Agenda Item 4 Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups
	4.1 The Meeting took note in general of the outcome of the Third Meeting of the new Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area (PRESSURE 3-2015), Copenhagen, Denmark, 7-9 October 2015 (document 4-3), presented by the Ch...
	4.2 The Meeting welcomed the offers for leadership in implementing the actions from the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (RAP ML) received so far from the Contracting Parties and other actors and the information that Germany is ready to co-lead m...
	4.3 The Meeting was of the opinion that the work on further development of the HELCOM Recommendation on sewage sludge management should be continued by the Pressure group and the issues related to the Annexes containing limit values should be further ...
	4.4 The Meeting noted the Terms of Reference for the HELCOM Expert Network on Marine Litter (EN-Marine Litter) (Attachment 1 in document 4-3).
	4.5 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Germany to lead development of the registry of sources of impulsive underwater noise and related indicator.
	4.6 The Meeting took note of the concerns by Finland and Estonia regarding the impact of dredging activities in the Port of Bronka (Russia) and that a letter has been sent by Finland as well as the HELCOM Executive Secretary to the Russian Federation ...
	4.7 The Meeting noted that this information request concerns e.g. the exact amounts and level of contamination of material dredged and dumped for the port construction, as well as monitoring in the area.
	4.8 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia that the data required to prepare the detailed answer to the request is being collected from data holders and that the information will be provided to the Contracting Parties as soon as the compil...
	4.9 The Meeting noted the status of reporting within PLC-6 and annual PLC, and requested Poland and Russia to report annual PLC data as soon as possible.
	4.10 The Meeting approved arranging the next meeting of the Pressure WG (PRESSURE 4-2016) on 19-21 April 2016 in Gothenburg, Sweden, and PRESSURE 5-2016 on 24-28 October 2016 and welcomed the offer by Poland to consider hosting the Meeting.
	4.11 The Meeting took note of the information on the status of reporting and assessment of dredging and exploration of mineral resources in the Baltic Sea (document 4-32), provided feedback to the Secretariat regarding the focus of such assessment and...
	4.12 The Meeting recalled that HELCOM Recommendation 36/2 on management of dredged material and its reporting format has been recently revised and adopted.
	4.13 The Meeting considered progress in the elaboration of the PLC products (document 4-11) and an updated division of tasks and timetable in the implementation plan of the HELCOM MAI-CART OPER project (document 4-11-Add.1).
	4.14 The Meeting decided that the next PLC assessment (PLC-7) will be made in 2019 based on the monitoring data from 2017. The Meeting agreed on the need to make already plans for timing of PLC-8 assessment to be able to plan ahead and noted the propo...
	4.15 The Meeting recognized that the PLC assessment routine needs re-consideration, since the “traditional” PLC products have changed their character, and the focus in periodic PLC is much more now on source apportionment and effectiveness of measures...
	4.16 The Meeting took note of the view by Germany that human and financial resources should be dedicated to PLC-7 to work towards a more harmonised approach for source apportionment, aiming at harmonising the catchment models (or even using one catchm...
	4.17 The Meeting discussed the first draft of the CART assessment (accessible via a link circulated by the Secretariat) and appreciated efforts made by the experts involved in preparing the assessment. The Meeting noted that a few of the Contracting P...
	4.18 On the basis of the above, the Meeting agreed to publish the CART assessment as preliminary results with the understanding that these are scientific results, noting that besides editorial improvement the two remaining issues are:
	― to include, in the key message, information that Poland accepts the Polish Country Allocated Reduction Targets as indicative due to the ongoing national consultations and confirms their efforts to finalize these consultations as soon as possible;
	― in the key message tables it should be made clearer that there is a difference in how far the countries are from the targets.
	4.19 The Meeting agreed that in the future the science-based CART assessment product has to be separated from a policy message product, related to the implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme.
	4.20 The Meeting requested the Pressure WG to continue work to implement this new approach (para 4.19), including through a possible expert workshop, and take into account the comments provided by the Contracting Parties and the need to make the next ...
	4.21 The Meeting encouraged all Contracting Parties to be involved in the PLC work within the Pressure WG.
	4.22 The Meeting requested PRESSURE-4 to consider the reference contained in the Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration regarding an extra reduction in basins where reduction targets have already been fulfilled, to be accounted for in other basins, and if...
	4.23 The Meeting agreed to discuss the progress in implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme at HELCOM 37-2016.
	4.24 The Meeting noted the start-up of the project on operationalization of the nutrient reduction scheme follow-up system (MAI-CART OPER, 2015-2017) including the outcomes of the project workshop on 1 December 2015 and approved the implementation pla...
	4.25 The Meeting took note of the clarification by the Secretariat that the project should be seen as contributing to the overall operationalisation of MAI/CART assessments and that it focuses on automation of certain steps in the assessments, improvi...
	4.26 The Meeting pointed out that the Pressure WG should be actively involved in the project coordination. The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to consider contributing financially to bridge the gap in the project budget which would otherwise need ...
	4.27 The Meeting agreed and endorsed the draft HELCOM Recommendations on waterborne pollution input assessment and on monitoring of airborne pollution input (document 4-6) and agreed to submit them to HELCOM 37-2016 for adoption pending the confirmati...
	4.28 The Meeting decided on removing of the JCP Hot Spots Nos. 87.1, 99.2, 82, 83.1, 84 and 85 from the list of JCP Hot Spots (document 4-4) and congratulated Poland for the achievement.
	4.29 The Meeting considered the draft roadmap to build a knowledge base on underwater noise (document 4-21) and the revised version based on the comments by Russia (document 4-21 Rev.1), noting that the draft was also considered by HELCOM MARITIME 15-...
	4.30 The Meeting approved the roadmap as included in Annex 2, pending clarification of the study reservation by Russia by 31 January 2016.
	4.31 The Meeting noted that underwater noise is a crosscutting issue and should continue to be also considered by the Maritime group.
	4.32 The Meeting took note of the progress in setting up the registry for impulsive underwater noise (document 4-22) and recognized the opportunity to join the OSPAR regional registry being set up in ICES with minimal cost, allowing timely fulfillment...
	4.33 The Meeting agreed that HELCOM joins the OSPAR registry of impulsive noise and on the need to clarify hosting of the database and condition of hosting and noted that the work on reporting details is still ongoing and is aimed to be finalized by H...
	Gear
	4.61 The Meeting took note of the presentation of the HOLAS II project by the Secretariat (document 4-5, Presentation 1). The Meeting noted that several project activities until mid-2017 are taken forward through projects co-financed by the EU, more s...
	4.69 The Meeting endorsed in principle the “Joint documentation of the regional coordination of the programme of measures“ noting a study reservation on the document by Russia and invited Russia to clarify the study reservation by 11 January 2016.
	State and Conservation
	4.107 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the Third Meeting of the State and Conservation Working Group (State & Conservation 3-2015), Helsinki, Finland, 9-13 November 2015, as presented by the co-Chairs Mr. Urmas Lips and Ms. Penina Blankett (doc...
	- that State and Conservation agreed on the draft Terms of Reference of the HELCOM expert network on hazardous substances;
	- that State and Conservation supported the proposal to establish a HELCOM expert network on eutrophication and agreed on draft Terms of Reference;
	4.118 The Meeting agreed to establish a HELCOM intersessional expert network on eutrophication and agreed to the draft Terms of Reference as contained in document 4-13.
	4.119 The Meeting welcomed the outcome of the EUTRO-OPER project and took note that the pre-core indicators developed by EUTRO-OPER will not be finalized by end of the project and that in order to finalize them Lead Countries are needed to ensure thei...
	4.120 The Meeting took note of the view of the Chair of the Pressure WG that it would beneficial to link the work of the RedCore and EUTRO-OPER project.
	4.121 The Meeting took note of the working arrangement for continued development of indicators (document 4-20) and recalled that it is based on a Lead Country approach and a more continuous engagement of HELCOM expert groups, networks and projects, as...
	4.122 The Meeting noted that Germany is not in a position to be in the lead on the cumulative impact indicators, and its repeated view that the core indicators on nutritional and reproductive status of marine mammals are not suitable to assess the hea...
	4.123 The Meeting encouraged Contracting Parties to take the lead on development of indicators where Lead country offers are lacking, noting that this is in particular the case for indicators related to hazardous substances and benthic communities and...
	4.124 Noting the study reservation by Germany, the Meeting agreed, while taking into account a respective German reservation (see para 4.54), to further consider the core indicator on incidental by-catch under the Fish Group as well as the State and C...
	4.125 The Meeting welcomed that Denmark is lifting the study reservation on GES boundaries for the core indicators on Abundance of waterbirds in the wintering season, Abundance of waterbirds in the breeding season, Hexabromocyclododecane (HBCDD), Perf...
	4.126 The Meeting noted that for indicators included in Annex 1 to document 4-33, Denmark suggests that further work is carried out in order to adjust them to be suitable also to Danish waters. The Meeting invited Denmark to take an active part in the...
	4.128 The Meeting took note that Germany is not in a position to lift their reservation on the core indicators due to matters of national administration (cf paragraph 4.54).
	Agri
	4.135 The Meeting took note of the information on intersessional activities of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri) (document 4-24) and that the work on both priorities of the Agri Group (nutrient accounting on farm level and ...
	4.136 The Meeting supported HELCOM involvement as a project partner in the planned project on manure standards led by Finland and invited potential project partners from the Contracting Parties to contact Luke (sari.luostarinen@luke.fi) as soon as pos...

	Agenda item 6  Any other business
	6.18 The Meeting took note of the information by the Chair that in the beginning of 2015 OECD agreed to develop a Nitrogen Assessment on a global scale and that Estonia is prepared to facilitate closer cooperation between HELCOM work in the Baltic and...

	Agenda item 7 Next meeting(s)
	7.1 The Meeting agreed to hold the next meeting of the HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD 50-2016) on 15-16 June 2016 and welcomed the offer of Estonia to host the meeting.
	HELCOM 37-2016


	Agenda Item 3 Next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting
	3.1 The Meeting considered the next Ministerial Meeting, tentatively planned for 2018, using document 3-2 as background for discussion and supported the idea to organize high level sessions on the planned topics with the participation of ministers dur...
	3.3 The Meeting welcomed the information by Finland on an initiative to organize a ministerial HELCOM session during the European Maritime Day (EMD) in Turku 18-19 May 2016 and took note that the invitation to the Contracting Parties will be sent shor...
	3.4 The Meeting considered potential topics for the Ministerial Meeting and recognized that both 2nd HELCOM holistic assessment of the ecosystem health (HOLAS II) and nutrient reduction scheme provide possibilities to take stock of HELCOM achievements...
	3.5 The Meeting noted that the Ministerial Meeting would be held either under the EU or Finnish Chairmanship of HELCOM, took note that Finland is ready to host the meeting if decided to be held in the second half of 2018, and agreed that the exact tim...

	Agenda Item 4 Matters arising from the subsidiary bodies
	Gear Group
	4.1 The Meeting took note of the Outcome of GEAR 13-2016 (document 4-8) as presented by the Chair of the Gear Group, Ms Heike Imhoff. The Meeting welcomed the work of Gear and expressed appreciation to the regional coordination process that is facilit...
	4.3 The Meeting requested Russia to clarify their study reservation on the Joint Documentation as soon as possible.
	4.6 The Meeting noted that the Contracting Parties through the Gear group are sharing information on the use of the 2nd HELCOM holistic assessment of the ecosystem health and have initiated a discussion on how to arrange the consultation on the first ...
	4.7 The Meeting recognized that a key issue for the success of the HOLAS II project is to have a set of agreed HELCOM core indicators ready by the end of 2016 and encouraged the Lead and co-Lead Countries on indicator development to prioritize this wo...
	4.8 The Meeting endorsed organizing the next meeting of GEAR on 10-11 May 2016, Gothenburg, Sweden.
	4.9 The Meeting took note of the clarification on the status of the future HELCOM actions (document 4-15) and that all listed actions are agreed except for Regional Baltic Underwater Noise Roadmap 2015-2017.
	4.10 The Meeting considered the revised Underwater Noise Roadmap 2015-2017 containing an additional reference to IMO as proposed by Russia (document 4-17) and adopted the Roadmap (Annex 3).
	4.11 The Meeting decided that Pressure WG should be the main group responsible for the Action to ‘Assess the role of [internal nutrient reserves][stored nutrients] in the Baltic and potential management measures’ with possible contribution by State an...
	4.12 The Meeting requested the identified responsible working groups (document 4-15) to consider how to initiate the actions.
	4.13 The Meeting noted that the action on ‘Blue catch crops/mussel farming’ was deleted from Annex 3 of the Joint Documentation (Outcome of GEAR 13-2016, para 3.5). Estonia, European Union and Sweden regretted the lack of the agreement on the action (...
	4.14 The Meeting noted the strict mandate of Germany not to accept this action.
	4.15 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide their feedback on this action for further consideration at HOD 50-2016.
	4.60 The Meeting took note of the information on the status of HELCOM Hot Spots, the identified pollution sites in the Baltic Sea catchment area (document 4-7).
	4.61 The Meeting requested the Secretariat to correct the information regarding deletion of the hot spot Krakow - Plaszow WWTP in document 4-7 as well as on the HELCOM website.
	4.62 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia regarding the on-going work on cleaning the hot spots in Russia and the plan to apply for their deletion from the HELCOM list during the year 2016.
	4.63 The Meeting took note of the information by Greenpeace Russia on the alarming situation at Krasny Bor hazardous waste landfill submitted by CCB (document 7-1).
	4.64 The Meeting took note of the concern expressed by Estonia, Finland and Sweden about the risk which the present state of the landfill poses to the environment of the Gulf of Finland and the Baltic Sea and urged Russia to make all efforts to resolv...
	4.65 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia regarding measures which are planned to be implemented to mitigate the existing alarming situation in Krasny Bor and initial steps to rectify the situation in the hot spot.
	4.66 The Meeting welcomed that more information on the planned action with regard to the hot spot will be presented at the Baltic Sea Day 2016 in St.Petersburg and requested Russia to provide current information on the situation around the Krasny Bor ...
	4.67 The Meeting noted that Estonia offers to share their own experience in remediation of similar hot spots.
	BSAP follow-up
	4.70 The Meeting welcomed that the BSAP explorer provides a transparent presentation of HELCOM achievements and acknowledged that it offers useful information also for the national level, can be used to support prioritization of the actions not yet im...
	4.72 The Meeting agreed to report the accomplishment of remaining national actions by 31 March 2016 by responding to the questionnaires and requested the countries to inform the Secretariat when the reporting has been finalized.
	4.73 The Meeting expressed the wish to make BSAP explorer open in April 2016, after the reporting by 31 March, and agreed to do so even in case of partially incomplete information.
	Eutrophication
	4.75 The Meeting took note of the information by the Chair of the Pressure WG Mr Lars Sonesten on the current status of the implementation of the HELCOM nutrient input reduction scheme (Presentation 3). In his presentation, the Pressure WG Chair highl...
	4.76 The Meeting discussed the progress achieved and took note of the following information by the Contracting Parties on the national measures to be put in place to further reduce nutrient inputs to the Baltic Sea:
	- Germany underlined the eutrophication issue remaining the biggest HELCOM challenge including riverine and shipping inputs and explaining the broad German marine related approach that besides the MSFD also includes WFD, the Fertilizer and Sewage Regu...
	- Sweden highlighted the need to simultaneously launch implementation of measures to abate internal load within the Baltic Sea, that constitute a vast source of nutrients, with the land-based measures to reduce the input of nutrients.
	- Poland informed on an ongoing national consultation regarding new measures to be undertaken by Poland to reduce the input of nutrients. Poland will provide information regarding the new measures within 2016.
	- Lithuania expressed the concern that according to national assessment, the phosphorus CART for Lithuania is unachievable even when all possible measures, including the innovative ones, have been implemented. Lithuania also informed the Meeting that ...
	4.77 The Meeting noted that additional measures and investments have taken place in the coastal countries since the MAI/CART assessment period (up to 2012) and therefore, further reduction of nutrient inputs to the sea can be expected. At the same tim...
	4.78 The Meeting recognized the challenge of achieving a good environmental status of the Baltic Sea with regard to eutrophication and re-confirmed that it is a pan-Baltic issue concerning all Contracting Parties and which needs to be addressed in a h...
	4.79 The Meeting welcomed that the reallocation of extra reduction in one basin to the others will be discussed at PRESSURE 4-2016 and reported to HOD 50-2016, accordingly.
	4.80 The Meeting considered the draft Recommendations on waterborne pollution input assessment and the draft Recommendation on monitoring of airborne pollution (document 4-4), noted that the majority of the Contracting Parties are ready to adopt the R...
	4.81 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the 'Project on making HELCOM eutrophication assessments operational (EUTRO-OPER)' (January 2014 – December 2015) (document 4-14).
	4.82 The Meeting noted that project activities related to indicators will continue as ‘EUTRO-OPER EXTENDED’ and that financial support from Germany provides resources to cover some of the activities proposed by the Intersessional network of eutrophica...

	Agenda Item 7 Any other business
	7.1 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia on dredging material management at sea in connection with “Bronka” Multifunctional Transshipment Marine Operations Centre (document 7-3) and invited the Contracting Parties to provide any question...
	7.2 The Meeting took note of the information by CCB on the need by the Government of the Russian Federation to undertake all appropriate measures to comply with fundamental principles and requirements of the Helsinki Convention (Art. 3, 7, 15, 16-17) ...
	7.5 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on a stakeholder seminar to be organized by PA Nutri in Gdansk, Poland on 14 April 2016 which will be devoted to the measures to reduce input of nutrients to the Baltic Sea.
	7.7 The Meeting took note of the information from Sweden that in the preparation of the Annual Forum of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR), to be held on 8-9 November 2016, it is now possible to propose topics for seminars until 17 May...

	Agenda Item 8 Next meeting(s) of the Commission
	8.1 The Meeting decided to arrange the next meeting of the Commission on 28 February - 1 March 2017 in Helsinki. A preliminary reservation for HELCOM 39-2018 has been made for week 10 in March 2018.
	8.2 The Meeting thanked Estonia for offering to host the next Heads of Delegation Meeting HOD 50-2016 to be held near Tallinn, on 15-16 June 2016.
	AGRI 3-2016

	The Third Meeting of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (AGRI 3-2016) was held in Tartu, Estonia, on 5-6 April 2016.
	2.3  The Meeting took note that HELCOM HOD 49-2015 (10-11 December 2016) agreed to publish the draft assessment for following-up on the progress towards reaching the reduction targets of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme (CART) as preliminary scien...
	2.4  The Meeting noted that the increased phosphorus input to the Gulf of Riga is likely not related to agriculture but rather to other sources as there was no increase in nitrogen input.
	2.5  The Meeting took note of the remark by WWF that the new agreed sea based actions to mitigate internal load of phosphorus should be considered as complementary to the land based actions.
	2.6  The Meeting also took note of the information by the Polish Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development that alleged inconsistency in the methodology of the MAI/CART 2013 calculation has been identified by national experts as presented at the m...
	2.7  The Meeting took note of the information by Germany that the nutrient input reduction to the Baltic Sea is considered as a national priority environmental task.
	2.8  The Meeting took note of the information that Finland has recently published a programme of measures for the development and implementation of the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). The programme aims to improve the status of the mari...
	2.9  The Meeting further took note that Poland is finalizing the MSFD Program of Measures containing measures for reducing input of nutrients and that additional information can be provided later in 2016.
	2.10 The Meeting took note of the draft Status report on pharmaceuticals in the Baltic Sea, which will be further considered by HELCOM STATE&CONSERVATION 4-2016 (11-15 April 2016) and HELCOM PRESSURE 4-2016 (19-21 April 2016) and with an intention to ...
	2.11 The Meeting noted that the report mainly focuses on human use of pharmaceuticals and their discharges into the Baltic Sea environment via waste water and that agricultural aspects/veterinary uses of pharmaceuticals are not covered comprehensively...
	2.12 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Germany to circulate the national study on emissions of antibiotics into the ground water from animal farming for publication at the HELCOM web site and the offer by Poland to provide contact information to the n...
	3.1  The Meeting took note of the conclusions of the HELCOM Workshop on manure nutrient content in the Baltic Sea countries, which was co-organized by the Ministry of the Environment.
	3.5  The Meeting took note of the presentation by Ms. Sari Luostarinen, Luke, on the draft concept for the project on advanced manure standards and was of the opinion that the development of standard values is a vital part of efficient nutrient recycl...
	4.1  The Meeting took note of the presentation by EU Commission on the EU Circular Economy Package adopted by the European Commission on 2 December 2015 and the Fertilizer Regulation being updated (document 4-2, Presentation 7).
	4.2  The Meeting discussed the impacts of the new draft fertilizer regulation from an economic and environmental point of view and was of the opinion that the new limit values for cadmium could increase the use of organic and waste based fertilizer pr...
	4.3  The Meeting took note of the information by the Contracting Parties on the national policy priorities related to nutrient recycling in the light of implementation of the nutrient recycling commitments of the 2010 and 2013 HELCOM Ministerial commi...
	4.8  The Meeting decided to establish a drafting group consisting of representatives of the Contracting Parties and Observers to prepare an overview on the state of art on nutrient recycling and the need for further actions within the HELCOM framework.
	4.10 The Meeting agreed on the following timeline for preparing the overview:
	- nominations by the Contracting Parties and Observers to the drafting group by 20 April 2016,
	- Secretariat to circulate a questionnaire by 29 April 2016 to work as the framework for Contracting Parties to report national overviews including request for national maps on phosphorus sensitive areas by 31 May 2016,
	- first draft of the overview to be circulated by 5 August 2016,
	- feedback to be provided by the Contracting Parties and Observers by 1 September 2016,
	- overview to be finalized by 15 September 2016.
	4.11 The Meeting decided to consider further together with the HELCOM Pressure Working Group the need for a HELCOM workshop on nutrient recycling.
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